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It’s less than you might think

2019-20 Academic Year

THE TWO PRICES
OF COLLEGE

KER
STIC

PRICE

The cost of attendance 
that colleges list in brochures 

and on websites

THE TWO PRICES
OF COLLEGE

NET
PRICE

The REAL amount
you pay
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CALCULATING NET PRICE

Sticker Price
The college’s published

cost of attendance

Grants & 
Scholarships

Federal, state or college money

Your Net Price
Does not include 
federal work-study
and student loans 

or private scholarships

− −−$17,170
$7,254

$9,916

THOW MUCH IS HE 
STICKER PRICE?

It’s different
for each college

Cardinal Stritch: $42,654

UW-Green Bay: $19,334

UW-Fond du Lac: $19,079

Southwest Wisconsin 
Technical College: $17,170

THOW MUCH IS HE 
STICKER PRICE?

It includes:
Tuition and fees
Books and supplies

Room and board 
(where you live and what you eat)

Transportation
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WHAT YOU PAY?

Complete the Free 

Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA®)

─ As soon as possible 
after October 1 of your 
senior year
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FAFSA.GOV
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THESE STUDENTS
COMPLETED THE FAFSA

85%
of full-time 

students received 
aid in 2015-2016

THESE STUDENTSDIDN’T COMPLETED THE FAFSA

Over 600,000
missed out on
$2.3 billion

in FREE money!

The FAFSA unlocks 
Federal and State GRANTS

Pell Grant
− Up to $6,195 per year

Federal Supplemental 
Educational 
Opportunity Grant

− Up to $4,000 per year

State Grants
− Some are worth

up to $3,000 
per year

MONEY
YOU DON’T 

PAY BACK
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The FAFSA also unlocks 
money from colleges

GRANTS

SCHOLARSHIPS

MONEY
YOU DON’T PAY BACK

CALCULATING NET PRICE

Sticker Price
The college’s published

cost of attendance

Grants & 
Scholarships

Federal, state or college money

Your Net Price
Does not include 

federal work-study
and student loans 

or private scholarships

− −−$17,170

$7,254

$9,916

How do I know 
what grants 

and scholarships 
I could get?
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A CUL TOR!
CENET PRI CAL

CENET PRI
CALCULATORS

Will help you estimate 
what grants and scholarships 
you may receive

Will determine the cost 
of college after grants and 
scholarships are applied 

EVERY COLLEGE 
OFFERS ONE

Each is unique

Results vary depending 
on the information 
you provide

Estimates yourcost   and what you’ll pay
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LET’S LOOK AT SOME EXAMPLES

Simply search
“net price calculator”
on each college’s website
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NET PRICE REVIEW

Depends on
– The sticker price of the 

college you attend
– How much grant and 

scholarship money 
you receive

It might be more or less 
than your friend’s net price

– Even if you go to the 
same college

HOW CAN YOU 
PAY THE REST?

Use savings 
(e.g. 529 College Savings Plan)

Apply for scholarships 

Federal work-study

Federal student loans
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FINDING SCHOLARSHIPS

Search online
– Niche.com
– Petersons.com
– Scholarships.com
– Fastweb.com
– Unigo.com
– CollegeGreenlight.com

Talk to your counselor

The FAFSA unlocks
Federal WORK-STUDY

Job provided by the college 
(usually 10-15 hours per week)

MONEYYOU 
WHILE 

EA
YO

R
U 

N
TO G OC  OLLEGE

The FAFSA unlocks
Federal Student LOANS

Borrow up to $5,500 your first 
year (and even more after that)

YMONEY OU 

BORROW 

AND REPAY 

WITH INTEREST
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$17,170
Sticker Price

− $7,254
Pell Grant 

and State Grant

−− $9,916
Net Price

$17,170
Sticker Price Pell Grant 

and State Grant

$7,254− −− $9,916
Net Price

$17,170
Sticker Price Pell Grant 

and State Grant

$7,254
Net Price

$9,916− −−

$9,916
Net Price

− $5,500
Federal

Student Loan

−− $4,416
Cost not 

covered by 
financial aid

(may be less depending
on additional scholarships)
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$42,654
Sticker Price

− $29,900
Pell Grant, State Grant 

and Institutional 
Scholarship

−− $12,754
Net Price

Pell Grant, State Grant 
and Institutional 

Scholarship

$29,900$42,654
Sticker Price

−−− $12,754
Net Price

Pell Grant, State Grant 
and Institutional 

Scholarship

$29,900$42,654
Sticker Price

−−−
Net Price

$12,754

− $5,500
Federal

Student Loan

−− $7,254
Cost not 

covered by 
financial aid

(may be less depending
on additional scholarships)

$12,754
Net Price
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Lots of money is available

$4,416

College costs less 
than you might think

CTAKE A TION

Go after the money available to help 
you pay for college

─ Complete the FAFSA®—you can’t get 
any federal financial aid if you don’t 

─ Apply for scholarships—they are worth 
your time

Use a Net Price Calculator to estimate what 
college will cost you

Have a plan to pay for any costs not covered 
by financial aid
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